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Educa�on Act – Sec�on 55 

School council 

55  (1)  For each school operated by a board, a school council must be established in accordance with the 
regula�ons. 

(2)  The majority of the members of a school council must be parents of students enrolled in the school. 

(3)  A board of a separate school division may by resolu�on require that the parents of students enrolled 
in a school operated by the board who are members of the school council declare themselves to be of the 
same faith as the electors of the separate school division, whether Protestant or Roman Catholic. 

(4)  A school council may, at its discre�on, 
(a)   advise the principal and the board respec�ng any mater rela�ng to the school, 

(b)   perform any duty or func�on delegated to it by the board in accordance with the delega�on, 

(c)   consult with the principal so that the principal may ensure that students in the school have 
the opportunity to meet the standards of educa�on set by the Minister, 

(d)   consult with the principal so that the principal may ensure that the fiscal management of the 
school is in accordance with the requirements of the board and the superintendent, and 

(e)   do anything it is authorized under the regula�ons to do. 

(5)  Subject to the regula�ons, a school council may establish and implement policies in the school that 
the school council considers necessary to carry out its func�ons. 

(6)  A school council may make bylaws governing its mee�ngs and the conduct of its affairs. 

(7)  Subject to the regula�ons, a board may establish and implement policies respec�ng school councils. 

(8)  A board shall establish a dispute resolu�on process to address disputes between the principal and the 
school council with respect to policies proposed or adopted for a school. 

(9)  The Minister, on the request of the board, may dissolve a school council without no�ce at any �me if 
the Minister is of the opinion that the school council is not carrying out its responsibili�es in accordance 
with this Act and the regula�ons. 

(10)  Where a school council has been dissolved by the Minister pursuant to subsec�on (9), a school 
council must, in accordance with the regula�ons, be established a�er the start of the school year 
immediately following the year in which the school council was dissolved. 

(11)  The Minister may make regula�ons 
(a)   respec�ng the establishment of school councils, the elec�on or appointment of the 
members of a school council, the term or other condi�ons of elec�on or appointment and the 
dissolu�on of a school council; 

(b)   respec�ng the roles of the principal and the school council of a school and their respec�ve 
powers, du�es and responsibili�es; 

(c)   respec�ng the re-establishment of school councils that have been dissolved by the Minister 
pursuant to subsec�on (9); 

(d)   respec�ng any other mater the Minister considers necessary respec�ng school councils; 

(e)   exemp�ng a school or class of schools from the applica�on of this sec�on. 
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Defini�ons 

1 In this Regula�on, 

 

(a) "early childhood services program" means an early childhood services program provided 
by a board under sec�on 21 of the Act; 

 

(b) "establishment mee�ng" means a mee�ng referred to in sec�on 2; 

 

(c) "execu�ve" means the execu�ve of a school council; 
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(d) "model of governance" means the process and structure used by a school council to  
 make decisions regarding its business and affairs; 

 

(e) "school community" in respect of a school means 

(i) students enrolled in the school and their parents, 

(ii) children enrolled in an early childhood services program at the school and their  
 parents, 

(iii) the school staff, and 

(iv) other persons who have an interest in the school; 

 

(f) "school day" means a day scheduled for the purpose of instruc�on, examina�ons or  
 other student ac�vi�es where student-teacher interac�on and supervision are  
 maintained. 

 

Establishment mee�ng 

2(1) If a school that is required to have a school council has no school council, the school must, 
within 40 days a�er the start of the school year, hold a mee�ng for the purpose of establishing a 
school council. 

 

(2) If fewer than 5 parents are in atendance at an establishment mee�ng or if the mee�ng 
is not successful in establishing a school council, the principal may adjourn the mee�ng to a later 
date and establish an advisory commitee to carry out one or more du�es or func�ons of a 
school council in the interim un�l a school council is established. 

 

(3) Any advisory commitee established under subsec�on (2) is dissolved on the 
establishment of a school council. 

 

No�ce of establishment mee�ng 

3(1) If a school is required to hold an establishment mee�ng, the principal must give no�ce of 
the mee�ng to the following persons: 

(a) a parent of each student enrolled in the school; 

 

(b) a parent of each child enrolled in an early childhood services program at the  
 school; 

 

(c) the school staff; 
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(d) other members of the school community who, in the principal's opinion, should  
 be given no�ce. 

 

(2) A no�ce under subsec�on (1) must 

(a) describe the purpose of the mee�ng, 

 

(b) set out the �me, date and loca�on of the mee�ng, and 

 

(c) be given at least 10 school days before the date of the mee�ng. 

 

(3) A no�ce under subsec�on (1) may be given by any means the principal considers 
appropriate, including electronic means. 

 

(4) If an establishment mee�ng is adjourned under sec�on 2(2), no�ce of the adjournment 
date must be given in accordance with this sec�on. 

 

Chair and secretary at establishment mee�ng 

4 The principal must decide who is to act as the chair and who is to act as the secretary at an 
establishment mee�ng. 

 

Agenda at establishment mee�ng 

5(1) The persons atending an establishment mee�ng must 

(a) decide, subject to sec�on 7, on the size of the school council, 

 

(b) decide on the model of governance for the school council, 

 

(c) decide, subject to subsec�on (2), on the term of office of each member of the  
 school council, 

 

(d) elect, subject to subsec�on (2), the ini�al members of the school council 
referred to in sec�on 7(l)(d), 

 

(e) decide, subject to sec�on 8, on the size of the execu�ve, 
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(f) decide on the term of office of each member of the execu�ve, and 

 

(g) elect the ini�al members of the execu�ve. 

 

(2) For greater certainty, but without restric�ng the generality of subsec�on (l)(a), the 
persons atending an establishment mee�ng may decide that for the purposes of sec�on 
7(1)(d), the school council may include 

(a) all parents of students enrolled in the school, and 

 

(b) if an early childhood services program is offered at the school, all parents of  
 children enrolled in an early childhood services program at the school 

 

who wish to be members. 

 

Right to vote at establishment mee�ng 

6 Despite sec�on 5, only persons who atend the establishment mee�ng and are 

(a) parents of students enrolled in the school, or 

 

(b) parents of children enrolled in an early childhood services program at the school 

 

are en�tled to vote on maters raised at the mee�ng. 

 

School council membership 

7(1) A school council must include the following members: 

(a) the principal of the school; 

 

(b) at least one person who is a teacher at the school, elected or appointed by the  
 teachers at the school; 

 

(c) if the school includes a senior high school program, at least one person who is a  
 student enrolled in the high school, elected or appointed by the students  
 enrolled in the high school; 

 

(d) in accordance with sec�on 55(2) of the Act, parents of students enrolled in the 
school; 
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(e) if an early childhood services program is offered at the school, parents of  
 children enrolled in the program. 

 

(2) The members of a school council referred to in subsec�on (I) may establish a process to 
appoint as members of the school council one or more persons who are not parents of students 
enrolled in the school but who have an interest in the school. 

 

School council execu�ve 

8(1) A school council must have a chair and any other members of the execu�ve determined by 
the persons atending an establishment mee�ng. 

 

(2) A parent of a student enrolled in the school or, if an early childhood services program is 
offered at the school, a parent of a child enrolled in the program must be elected chair of the 
execu�ve. 

 

(3) Despite subsec�on (2), a member who is not a parent referred to in subsec�on (2) may 
be elected chair of the execu�ve if no such parent is willing to be nominated as chair. 

 

(4) Subject to subsec�on (2), every member of a school council is eligible to be elected as a 
member of the execu�ve. 

 

Faith of school council members 

9 Subject to any resolu�on passed under sec�on 55(3) of the Act, the members of a 
school council may be of any faith. 

 

Remunera�on of school council members 

10 No member of a school council shall receive any remunera�on for ac�ng as a member 
of the council. 

 

Prohibi�on against incorpora�on 

11 No school council shall incorporate under the Socie�es Act or Part 9 of the Companies 
Act. 
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Responsibili�es of board 

12(1) A board must provide the school council with an opportunity to provide advice on the 
development of the school's 

 

(a) founda�on statements, if any, respec�ng the school's vision, principles and  
 beliefs, 

 

(b) policies, 

 

(c) annual educa�on plan and annual results report required by the Minister to be 
reported under sec�on 67 of the Act, and 

 

(d) budget required to be reported under sec�on 139 of the Act. 

 

(2) A board must provide the school council with 

 

(a) the results for the school from provincial assessments and an interpreta�on of  
 those results, and 

 

(b) the same informa�on that the board disseminates to students, parents or  
 electors under sec�on 67(2) of the Act. 

 

(3) A board must at all reasonable �mes allow the school council free and full access to 
�mely and accurate informa�on of the board that is publicly available, including board policies 
and minutes of board mee�ngs. 

 

Dona�ons 

13(1) A school council may receive dona�ons on behalf of a board but no school council shall  
raise funds or otherwise solicit dona�ons in any manner that would require a gaming licence 
under the Gaming, Liquor and Cannabis Act. 

 

(2) A school council must handle and report all money it receives, if any, in accordance with 
applicable policies and procedures of the board. 
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Duty to report to the board 

14(1) The chair of a school council must prepare and provide to the board by September 30 of 
each year a report 

 

(a) summarizing the ac�vi�es of the school council in the previous school year, and 

 

(b) detailing, in accordance with the policies referred to in sec�on 13(2), the  
 receipt, handling and use of any money by the school council in the previous  
 school year. 

 

(2) A school council must retain at the school a copy of the minutes for each mee�ng of the  
 school council and make them available to the board or the public on request. 

 

(3) A school council must retain the minutes for each mee�ng of the school council for at 
least 7 years. 

 

Date for first mee�ng of school council 

15 For any school year, the first mee�ng of the school council must be held within 40 days a�er 
the start of the school year or as specified in the bylaws of the school council. 

 

Suspension of school council 

16(1) If a quorum is not available for a mee�ng of a school council and the mee�ng has been 
rescheduled on 2 or more occasions, the board may suspend the opera�on of the school council 
un�l the following year. 

 

(2) If the opera�on of a school council is suspended, the principal may establish an advisory 
commitee to carry out one or more of the du�es or func�ons of the school council un�l a new 
school council is established under subsec�on (3). 

 

(3) If the opera�on of a school council is suspended under subsec�on (1), a new school 
council must be established within 40 school days a�er the start of the next school year in 
accordance with sec�ons 2 to 8. 

 

Bylaws of school council 

17(1) Each school council may make bylaws respec�ng the conduct of its business and affairs, 
including, without limita�on, bylaws 
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(a) respec�ng the calling of regular, special or annual mee�ngs of the school  
 council; 

 

(b) subject to sec�on 5, respec�ng the elec�on of members of the school council; 

 

(c) subject to sec�on 5, respec�ng the elec�on of members of the execu�ve; 

 

(d) respec�ng the role of the chair and other members of the execu�ve rela�ng to  
 the conduct of the school council's affairs; 

 

(e) respec�ng the number of �mes the school council must meet each year; 

 

(f) respec�ng the loca�on of school council mee�ngs; 

 

(g) respec�ng the number of school council members that cons�tutes a quorum at  
 mee�ngs of the school council; 

 

(h) respec�ng a conflict resolu�on process for internal school council disputes. 

 

 

(2) A bylaw under subsec�on (1) does not come into force unless it is approved by a 
majority of 

(a) parents of students enrolled in the school, and 

 

(b) parents of children enrolled in an early childhood services program at the school 

 

who vote at a special mee�ng of the school council called for that purpose. 

 

(3) The bylaws con�nue in force from year to year unless 

 

(a) they are amended at a special mee�ng of the school council called for that  
 purpose, and 

 

(b) the amendment is approved in accordance with subsec�on 
 (2). 
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Fees prohibited 

18 No school council shall be charged a fee for the use of the school or school facili�es for 
the purpose of holding a mee�ng of the school council. 

 

Exemp�ons 

19 The following are exempt from the applica�on of sec�on 55 of the Act and this 
Regula�on: 

(a) a school for resident students of the Government as described in sec�on 4(7) of 
the Act that is provided in an ins�tu�on approved by the Minister; 

 

(b) a school for students that is provided in an ins�tu�on approved by the Minister. 

 

Transi�onal 

20(1) In this sec�on, "former regula�on" means the School Councils Regula�on (AR 113/2007). 

 

(2) A school council established under the former regula�on is deemed to have been 
established under this Regula�on. 

 

(3) A member of a school council referred to in subsec�on (2) con�nues to serve in the 
same capacity under this Regula�on. 

 

(4) Bylaws made by a school council under the former regula�on con�nue in force as if 
made under this Regula�on, except to the extent of any inconsistency with the Act or this 
Regula�on. 

 

Repeal 

21 The School Councils Regula�on (AR 113/2007) is repealed. 

 

Expiry 

22 For the purpose of ensuring that this Regula�on is reviewed for ongoing relevancy and 
necessity, with the op�on that it may be repassed in its present or an amended form following a 
review, this Regula�on expires on August 31, 2029. 

 

Coming into force 

23 This Regula�on comes into force on September 1, 2019. 


