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Questions:

How did we get here?
• What has the process of curriculum development been?

Where are we now?
• What are the key features of the draft K-6 program of studies?

What is high-quality curriculum?
• What should I be looking for when I review the program?





Curriculum?

It is the course of studies; it’s what 
we teach in schools



Curriculum as public policy

“The school curriculum embodies the state's answer to the question: 
‘What must children learn so that they can function appropriately as 

adults in their society?’”
(Sutherland, 2008, p. xxv)

"By identifying those things we wish to convey to future generations, 
the curriculum in essence can tell us what we as a community cherish 
and wish to perpetuate as well as suggest what we fear and wish to 

eliminate.”
(Franklin, 1986, p. 2)



Curriculum for the common 
good



Curriculum 
design as 
collaborative 
problem-
solving

• Subject area expertise
• Expertise in students’ learning in the 

subjects
• Learning theory, differentiation
• Assessment
• Pedagogy
• Diverse classroom contexts



Curriculum design as political performance



Long-term vision for 
Alberta education (2013):

• Engaged thinker

• Ethical citizen

• Entrepreneurial spirit

Building competencies:

• Critical thinking

• Problem-solving

• Creativity and innovation

• Communication

• Managing information

• Collaboration

• Personal growth and wellbeing

• Cultural and global citizenship



Working toward 
transformation:

Ministerial Order on Student Learning 
(2013)

Curriculum prototyping projects with 
school divisions

Election of NDP government in 2015

MoA with ATA establishing partnership for 
curriculum development

Curriculum working groups: 400 educators, 
education researchers



A common framework for curriculum (2018)

Language 
Arts Mathematics

Science Social 
Studies

Fine Arts Wellness

• Literacy
• Numeracy

• Competencies (critical thinking, 
problem-solving, creativity, 
collaboration, communication, 
managing information, personal 
growth and wellness, global 
citizenship)



Election of UCP government (2019)

• Minister of Education’s Curriculum Advisory Panel (2019-20)
• Ministerial Order (2020)
• Curriculum consultants’ revision
• K-6 draft curriculum (2021)



Where are 
we now?

https://www.alberta
.ca/curriculum.aspx

https://www.alberta.ca/curriculum.aspx


“Gives students a base 
of essential knowledge 
for future learning.”

Focus on literacy, numeracy, citizenship, and practical skills. These 
themes are applied in all grades across all subject areas.



Common framework for expressing learning 
outcomes in:

Language Arts and 
Literature (English, 

French First Language, 
French Immersion)

Fine Arts Mathematics

Physical Education 
and Wellness Science Social Studies



Common Framework?

Organizing Idea (overall 
subject-specific theme that 
may span multiple grades) 

Guiding Question (a question 
that leads to the learning 
outcome) 

Learning Outcome (what 
student must know, 
understand, and do by the end 
of grade) 

Knowledge (what students 
know) 

Understanding (how facts and 
knowledge fit together in a 
logical and meaningful order) 

Skills and Procedures (what 
students learn to do to 
demonstrate their knowledge 
and understanding) 









“Gives students a base 
of essential knowledge 
for future learning.”

Focus on literacy, numeracy, citizenship, and practical skills. These 
themes are applied in all grades across all subject areas.



What is a high-quality curriculum?

Curriculum for “deep 
understanding”

“Deep understanding of subject 
matter transforms factual 
information into usable 

knowledge” (Bransford, Brown, 
Cocking, 2000, p. 16)

“Students need to develop 
understandings that allow them 
to apply meaningfully-learned 

knowledge and skills flexibly and 
creatively in different situations” 

(DeCorte, 2010, p. 45).



Key features:

Clear sense of purpose (motivation)

Well-sequenced (connects to prior understandings)

Coherent structure (essential understandings, key 
concepts, form of inquiry)

Fosters critical thinking

Time to explore and connect



Questions to ask:

• Would my child be motivated to learn by this program?
• Can the content be connected to what my child already knows?
• Does it seem to be well sequenced? Would it build their understandings logically 

and coherently?
• Does it seem to be framed around “big ideas” that matter in the subject area and 

could make sense to my child?
• Would it help my child understand how to do the subject and think critically in 

the subject?
• Would the program be able to help my child connect to what they’re learning? 

Connect what they’re learning to the real world?



There’s more …

What does education for citizenship mean today 
and for our children?



What should they learn?

• Is the content of the program reflective of who Albertans are as a community?
• Would it foster citizens with the knowledge and attributes you think they need?
• Would my child see and come to value themselves in this program?
• Would my child come to know and value others?
• Would our children learn what they need to help us as Albertans to flourish 

together?



Resources to examine:

Curriculum Analysis Website
https://alberta-curriculum-analysis.ca/

https://alberta-curriculum-analysis.ca/


Curriculum for the common good?
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